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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
A Note from the Editor

The Season has got off to a very promising start and we opened as
hoped on Thursday May 20th. Since then nearly twice as many
visitors have come compared to the same period in 2019, when we
were open every day, but for an hour less per day. This year we
have been open for 4 days per week plus the Bank Holiday Monday
and the extra hour per day. Interestingly we have had a lot more

chil dr en Visit and t he Chil dr ¢ T r al
Hodgson, has been a very popular attraction. Lynnette Needham

has commented that Aimembers of Di n
i ncreased numbers and are f ol l ( ul a
awaiting the final date for so ng
relaxed so we can re-introduce admission charges and offer visitors

the Afull Vvisitor experienceo. |, 2

Theweekof 1st-7t h June was 0 WVar anmdl eelebrasion W ¢he éontribution that
millions of volunteers make across the UKO. Th

all those who volunteer at the museum and without whom it would be impossible for the museum
to function. This also, of course, includes all the directors, who are volunteers as well. In the last
few weeks, as Covid restrictions have been lifted, more and more volunteers have returned to the
museum and they are very happy to be back, helping with the various tasks, with smiles on their
faces - it feels like we are starting to get back to normal.

The museum has taken part in the National Lottery Open Week to thank National Lottery players
for their support and the museum offered one free guide book (per group) "A family home for 100
years" on the 12th & 13th June. To take advantage of the offer visitors had to offer proof of
purchasing a Lottery ticket.

We now know the date for phase 4 of t he ARoad

hopefully means our summer plans can still go ahead as planned. Do have a lovely summer.

Philip Groves

Front Cover Story
Over the enforced closure due to Coronavirus, the exterior of the museum
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Events Planned for 2021

As we continue to come out of the Lockdown measures it does look increasingly hopeful that a
number of the events we have been planning are going to happen. Events such as the Woodhall
Country Show, the 40s Weekend and the 10K run which we were to have been involved with
have all been cancelled, but from August onwards things look far more promising.

A full programme of AMusi c in the Gardeno c
plus the afternoon of the Heritage Open Day on September 19th.are expected to take place.
Musicians have been booked and the line up is as follows:-

Aug 1st - Colin and Gerry (Trad. Jazz)

Aug 8th - Sing It Loud (Singing Group)

Aug 15th - Mike Warwick (Songs from the 50s to 90s)

Aug 22nd- Between the Lines (Lincolnshire Folk Group)

Aug 29th - CATS , the Coningsby & Tattershall Strummers (Ukulele Group).

There will also be a concert given by the Spalding Folk Group on Sunday September 19th to
coincide with Heritage Open Day at the museum, when admission to the museum will be free. It
is hoped to have the Patio Cafe open for this event. All these concerts start at 2pm and are free,
including a free drink at the interval, though you will be able to make a donation if you wish.

Later in the year the Annual Memorial Lecture is being held at The Golf Hotel on the afternoon of
Saturday 13th November. Subject is The International Bomber Command Centre at Lincoln and
the talk is being delivered by Air Vice Marshall Paul Robinson.

The Victorian Christmas event will be held this year over the last weekend of November and first
weekend of December. More details in the next Newsletter.

National Lottery (W@

Last year the museum was given a
National Lottery Grant of £1000
towards the stagig
in the Gardeno ef
the summer of 2020. Because of
the Coronavirus restrictions in
place last summer it was not
possible to use the grant and we
were given an extension to use it B : e S ~ : '
by 31st August of this year. This has wo
Sundays and allows us to provide free entertainment and free drinks, which will be provided
outside, so that people will not be crowded together in the Community Room whilst queuing for
refreshments.

A new popup awning has been ordered with the Community Fund Logo displayed on it and will
provide much needed additional space under cover for audiences. People who attended the 2019
season will remember that many of the afternoons were very well attended and it would be nice
for more people to be able to shelter from the sun or the rain!

In addition to the additional awning, free bunting, banners and flags have been ordered from the
Community Fund, which will give the afternoons more of a party atmosphere. Four dozen
Polycarbonate glasses have also been purchased from the grant for use outside.
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
Walk, Talk and Tea at Petwood

§ R : : The first visit, in a series of three,

- by Friends of the Museum to take

a walk around the grounds of the
Petwood Hotel took place the day
before the Museum itself opened

to the public. They heard a
synopsis of the boo
of Pet woodo that t
the original planning of the garden

and the input by eminent
horticulturalists and garden
designers William Goldring and
Harold Peto. Copies of images
were made available and the
recent restoration of some of the
original ideas were highlighted on

the walk.

The gardens in their heyday looking from the round pool to
the house

The weather was not too kind and o
at the end of the walk, as the group ek
approached the terrace, it rained
heavily. Tea was gratefully enjoyed
inside with good views of the
gardens. The managing director,
Emma Brealey, made a point of
visiting the group and welcoming
them to Petwood.

The Gardens of Petwood

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE
‘WOODHALL SPA COTTAGE MUSEUM

Petwood gardens taken during the walk by Ken Hollamby

It was pleasing that the rhododendrons were showing their colour,
both north and south. We hope the insight on the history of the
grounds will encourage our Friends to return and explore more
areas in better weather. The book is still available to purchase as a

—""" !, = softback, price £25. Patricia D-(D(B(
Volunteer Coffee MORrIbRESming s normally held bi-monthly to enable

volunteers from the various teams to meet each other and to meet some of the Directors. It
affords a great opportunity to exchange ideas and make suggestions, or just have a general
chinwag! It is planned to resume this event from Wednesday 4th August, 1st September and
5th October, so please check our website, or social media for the latest information.
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Meet Bob Smith our IT

| am Robert Smith (Bob), IT Manager at Woodhall &
Spa Cottage Museum

| lived in Chiswick, West London, until | was 38
then moved to Uxbridge until | retired. My wife
(Trish) and | moved to Woodhall Spa in 2011.
Trish was born and raised in Lincolnshire and her
family still live here.

My hobbies were skiing, gliding and travelling. | |
now enjoy travelling, most recently in Canada, P
whilst Trish and | have a Motorhome in which we %
have toured all around the UK and Europe (when
allowed).

| started my career as a GPO telephone engineer
apprentice in 1965 and | worked at Belgravia
Telephone exchange, London. Promoted to Technical Officer, as a Private Automatic Branch
Exchange engineer, | worked for many large companies (BA, British Steel, National Coal Board,
and many others including embassies).

| trained as an electronics engineer to look after an IBM PABX; which was one of the first

el ectronic telephone exchanges. Given the job
regional HQ, | transferred to BT HQ to work on the IBM National technical support team working

all around the UK on high level complaints.

Bob Smith, Museum IT Manager

In 1992 | transferred to West London as a maintenance engineer and retrained as a Nortel
Meridian PABX engineer as a Field Specialist Engineer resolving high level complaints until my
retirement in 2008.

| was asked to help at the Museum to look after the computers, fire alarms and help out when
required whilst Nigel had a stay in hospital. | carried on at the Museum after Nigel returned and

we have formed a successful team working on
numerous problems together.

175 CIUb WI nners The Museum utilised a server with several desktop

- PCbs. Users would have to
April 2021 update their records on the server. This system
worked well but was out of date and needed

£25 [10] Lucy Hibberd

£20[81] Jean Hill
£10 [38] Kate Roberts
£10[42] Martin Fearn

May 2021

£25 [164] Steve Berry
£20[1] David Radford
£10 [23] Chris Burgin
£10[4] C. Hibberd

June 2021

£25[111] Gill Hodgson
£20 [93] Ruth Gordon
£10 [167] Stella Arden
£10 [169] Stella Arden

modernising. Liaising closely with our IT partners
at SCS, we have upgraded to a cloud-based
storage system which is compatible with remote
working. Additionally the reception team have
migrated to a fully Electronic Point Of Sale system,
which enables all sales and stock control to be far
more manageable.

This plan pre-empted COVID-19 and the upgrades
now allow volunteers to work from home. We
removed the redundant PCO:
to other needy charities) and the server, thus
saving on electricity and maintenance costs and
has generated extra desk space for users. A win

win for the museum. Bob Smith
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

Visit
OAKLANDS~GRANGE PARKS

Horncastle Road, Woodhall Spa

i R A private park home estate offering
g both security and peace of mind.
Developed to the highest standards
with homes at affordable prices.
You can be assured of a warm welcome.

Visit our new website on

www.oaklandsgrangeparkhomes.com
or for further details ring Heather Shepherd on

01526 352312

or email: oaklandsgrange@live.co.uk

or just “drop in”

WATERMAN CARAVAN SERVICES
FULLY QUALIFIED CARAVAN & MOTORHOME
ENGINEER
BASED IN HORSINGTON

FULLY MOBILE

*FULL SERVICING
*HABITATION SERVICING
*UNDERGEAR SERVICING
*GAS QUALIFIED AND CERTIFICATES PROVIDED
*DAMP REPAIRS
*ACCESSORY DEALER

TEL: 01526388350
MOB: 07824778357
EMAIL: david.waterman6@btinternet.com

WWW.CARAVANSUPPLIESINTERNATIONALSHOP.COM

DECORATING
SERVICES

Professional Painting
and
Decorating Company

Operating for
over 20 years

Woodhall Spa Office 01526 568568
Horncastle Office 01507 834568
During 09:00am to 5:00pm
or email:
decoratingservices8000@gmail.com
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TEA HOUSE
IN THE WOODS

TEA HOUSE & RESTAURANT

Woodhall Spa's Oldest Tea Rooms

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 10am
Offering homemade cakes, lunch & traditional afternoon teas

Food available all day

Evening restaurant menu from 5.30pm

Coronation Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs. LN10 6QD 01526 354455
www.teahouseinthewoods.co.uk

St . Toni O’Neill

]BUTC.]HERS Member of The Society
woodhallbutcher.co.uk [ of Floral Painters
7 The Broadway, Woodhall Spa, LN1o 6ST ;
R, 01526352196 o [] 07866805594 ’fﬁ,‘ "
e A L‘}’ |
< 4

locally on the outskirts of
Horncastle. Cooked meats, ‘
a selection of pies and condiments. /
Also selling Lincolnshire
specialities, including award-
winning Lincolshire
sausage, stuffed chine and pork
and apple burgers.

Commissions Undertaken for
Floral Paintings in Watercolour

in Memory of Your Special Occasion
or Flowers from your Garden

Orders taken for pubs, tea rooms,
restaurants, schools, hotels
and care homes. Orders can also
be made by phone and delivered

free of charge within 10 miles!
For more information call 01526 354982
...... =2 BXocu [— or e-mail oneill_t3@sky.com
- oy e, et ooooog
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
From the Colle¢t®RVEST

This is the time of year that farmers turn to getting in the crops. Nowadays, of course, it is totally
mechanized, but in the 20th century it was still a labour intensive procedure.

I n the MuseumO6s archive there are a number of
of these that we wil/ see in this newsletter.
relating to the time when all is gathered in. It involves cutting the cereal and then obtaining the
grain from its covering or husk.

Until the 1850s cutting the crop was
done manually with a scythe. There
then appeared the horse-drawn sail
reaper/binder (left) which cut the crop
and bound it into bundles or sheaves. 3
-4 sheaves were then stood together in
the field to dry in the sun as stooks
(below). The grain had then to be
separated from the plant, known as
threshing.

Originally done close to a barn but later in the
field, with the advent of threshing machines. To
get to the barn the sheaves were

loaded onto wagons (right).
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From the Collection continued

Once at the barn threshing used to |S&=
be done by hand (flailing) but later | %
horses were used to operate | .
ingenious machinery to crush the |-

grain on the barn floor (right). =

Finally, after separating the
kernal from the husk
\ 4 (winnowing), the grain
went to the miller for
turning to flour.

Nicholas DO&r

Community Room for Hire

At the Cottage Museum
Very reasonable rates:
Morning, afternoon, evening or all day rates.
Maximum number of people 16

(dependant on Covid Restrictions)
For further details and bookings please contact:
info@cottagemuseum.co.uk
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