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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

A Note from the Editor

The new season is upon us and the museum has risen to the
challenge of losing the support of an East Lindsey funded
Tourist Information facility. A combination of paid staff and
volunteers to man the day to day operation of the museum,
together with the introduction of a High and Low season, with
shorter opening hours in the low season, will allow the
museum to open every day from April 1st. until the end of
October. A big thank you is due to Gill Noble, Patricia Duke-
Cox and Judy Everitt for all their efforts over the last few
months to come up with a workable solution.

This year is the 30th anniversary of the opening of the
museum in 1987. Our Founding Chairman, David Radford,
who was the inspiration behind the whole project, has written
a fascinating review of the vast range of challenges and
achievements encountered over those 30 years, both by
himself and the vast army of volunteers who have been
involved. A special event is being held at the Coronation Hall
on April 29th. to which everyone who has had a close
invol vement with the museum

= b.:.,__;@;&
i .
. AT
\ )
i
\ \

S i

nce

t

he

19806s i

the museum website, www.cottagemuseum.co.uk for more information as we get closer to the

date.

We open this year with a fascinating temporary exhibition of photos taken by John Wield of local
places of interest and the comparison with the present day will be fascinating and very striking.

An article by Roger Webb on page 8 explores this more fully.

The season ahead will be very challenging, but with the help and enthusiasm of all the directors

and volunteers, | am sure it will be a successful one.

Philip Groves
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Main picture shows David Radford standing in front of the Museum building. It was taken
t he
museum as it is today, museum frontage on the right and the new outbuildings on the left.
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30 Years on .... David Radford remembers

| was faced with a seemingly impossible task when the request came through to pen an account
for the Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum newsletter to help celebrate a special occasion, the
anniversary of its opening. Thirty years is a wonderful span of time and | have such a rich store
of memories to go with it. What to choose would be the problem! Go with the flow was my
solution!!

A list of names of those who made my dream to save what was unique priceless material for the
community, to come true, might prove boring to fresh arrivals in Woodhall Spa. Some names
would inadvertently be missed as well, so if that does happen, please accept my apologies.

It has indeed been a great honour for me to share in the lives of so many from the community,
individual personalities and families alike, but without John Wield and his family, the collection of
Woodhall Spa heritage might have proved sadly lacking! For it is John's interests and hobbies,
amateur photography being one of many, but all of a professional standard, that provided the
store which was the catalyst to the museum's foundation and the countless dedicated volunteer
hours spent in developing it. It was John who said, "One day, folk will ask, 'Why Woodhall Spa?™
Yes, that's why it is possible to see images of the Spa, its inhabitants and visitors from the late
19" century, when Woodhall Spa was only about 60 years old itself, through to the present day in
the 21* century. It was his photographs which | had begun to discover in dribs and drabs and
which fired an already curious mind to find out more about the Spa's beginnings and the
surrounding area. It was their intrinsic value to the little recorded early story and heritage of a
fascinating Victorian health resort which made me feel they should remain in their community
rather than be dispersed. The main collection's owner was about to move to Scotland. Also by
chance the corrugated iron bungalow which had been John's home had come onto the market. At
that time, apart from Fox Talbot's home in Lacock, there were very few early instances of
displays centered around a photographer in his environment. Here was a historic bungalow soon
to become a possible place to display the answer to, "Why Woodhall Spa?" in the very site which
had been the home of our Lincolnshire photographer.

In retrospect, | wonder whether, in 1985, | fully appreciated the task | had taken on. Where was
the funding to enable this project to have a successful outcome coming from? Where was the
time available to a teacher and his young family to manage, preserve and dlsplay thls coIIectlon
How could | achieve the dream? ,

Determination, careful organisation plus a rapidly
learnt world of public funding possibilities and
last but not least, the support of a large number
of like-minded volunteer helpers was the answer
to that conundrum!

Despite not being able to realise the sales price
of the bungalow, John Wield's home for many
years, the project encouraged the then owner to
reduce the asking price and to encourage
another gentleman to act as guarantor to the
scheme. This allowed the new trustees to borrow
the reduced but still daunting asking price and
press ahead with the plans. The local community — 2 -
had, after consultation at a public meeting, also This photo which used to greet visitors to the museum
encouraged the trustees to go ahead. The Parish ~ Shows John & Asenath Wield on their Wedding day
Council were behind us and we soon achieved charitable status, both of which proved valuable
in the coming grant applications.

The founding trustees of this Cottage Museum were carefully chosen for their essential support
qualities to the task in hand:-

Continued overleaf
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30 Years on .... David Radford Remembers (cor

Stuart Treharne ... Solicitor, Amarylis Midgley ... Publicity, E.M.Skelton ... Press, L J Hoar...
Treasurer and myself as Chairman, founder of the Cottage Museum. The Hon President was N.
Hotchkin, Esq.. The Vice-President was R. Porter Esq..

I had mentioned 'like-minded volunteer helpers' when | mentioned support! What a bonus they
were! Organised in the form of an Action Group, under a different chairman, Mrs. P. Duke-Cox,
their fund raising, enthusiasm, ideas, hard work and efficiency proved invaluable for the ultimate
success that was to be. | quote from a report of the time, "The Cottage Museum's supporters
have organised a 100 Club, Pyramid Meals, A Roll-ai Dice Car Competition, Treasure Hunts,
Fashion Parades, a Sponsored Swim, Jumble Sales and Mrs. Enid Orvices' Christmas Cakes in
the shape of the Museum which proved to be a good raffle fund raiser. In the space of a year and
a half they have been marvellous!" These efforts together with the vital support of Jim Shortland
and his Dambusters' Memorial Lectures which introduced the Cottage Museum to a much wider
audience whilst informing us, with the help of some of the wartime squadron 617 (The
Dambusters) themselves, by their giving a first-hand account of their daring exploits.

Today the Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum has made enormous strides under its far-sighted
Chairmen, Treasurers and Directors. Its awards have made it a flagship and example for
museums in the East Midlands. Accreditation by the Arts Council, recognition of the national
standards it has achieved, the same as met by larger museums like The British Museum, are to
be treasured and lauded for the professionalism of all concerned.

The grant by the Heritage Lottery Fund has made possible a development of the rear of the
Cottage Museum grounds plus a refurbishment of the museum building and displays. The
Community Room is widely used by local groups. The artifacts are stored in acid free boxes on
safe, air-conditioned shelving. Research can be done on site, by application, using the computer
facilities and the digitised collection of over 5,000 images, many on original glass plates.

Thanks to the books researched and written by local authority Marjorie Sargeant that continue to
tell the tale of Woodhall Spa's heritage and now also grace the shelves of The British Library as
well as local libraries, the story of our fascinating and unique community is accessible to millions.

The contribution raised by its activities towards local business, especially in the centennial
anniversary of the Pageant, the celebration of the restoration of the glass canopy in the
Broadway and the Arnhem Monument with attendant ceremonies in its grounds, the presence of
a Tourist Information facility with the support of E.L.D.C since 1991 but now fully under the aegis
of the museum alone, all have made a great local impact.

| am so delighted that after thirty years, the Cottage Museum, Woodhall Spa still continues its

work with pride and an eye to the future. David Radford Fou nd I ng Ch

Well done you small museum with big surprises!

MUSEUNANNIVERSARY

On 17" May, the Museum will have been open to visitors for 30 years. To mark this
achievement the Directors are organising a ticketed celebration anniversary event on Saturday
29" April in the Coronation Hall, commencing at 7.30 pm.

There will be an evening of entertainment, which will include supper and a complimentary
glass of wine. There will also be a grand raffle with some excellent prizes.

It is hoped that many volunteers who are currently involved, or who have supported the
Museum in the past, will come together to enjoy a fun-filled evening and a piece of delicious
cake.

The directors are extremely grateful to the group of volunteers who have been involved with
the organisation of this event for the past few months.

The toast wil/ be AHereds to the nexGiIISNO)bA'%rs
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The Village Limits
Stixwould Road
@ ' Woodhall Spa

Lincolnshire
//r

; LN10 6UJ
m “ P

01526 353312
e: info@villagelimits.co.uk
w: www.villagelimits.co.uk

Avoid disappointment call ahead

Wmners :

ot | 2006- zm

Billy & Sonia Gemmell
Hosts

Richard Sivill
GALLERY

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS COPIED
INSTANT PASSPORT PICTURES
FULL FRAMING SERVICE
PICTURE GALLERY
ARTISTS MATERIALS
ENGRAVING SERVICE / TROPHIES

4-6 High Street, Tattershall, Lincs.
Tel.: (01526) 345388
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

Visit

OAKLANDS~GRANGE PARKS

Horncastle Road, Woodhall Spa

" -

A private park home estate offering
both security and peace of mind.
Developed to the highest standards

with homes at affordable prices.
You can be assured of a warm welcome.

Visit our new website on

www.oaklandsgrangeparkhomes.com
or for further details ring Heather Shepherd on

01526 352312

or email: oaklandsgrange@live.co.uk

or just “drop 1n”

2 1LCCT

MEDITERRANEAN BISTRO

the taste. the smell.
the passion.
the pleasure.

ADAM CARTER

DECORATING SERVICES

Open 7 days a week

12pm - 11:30pm All domestic interior & exterior

decorating projects welcome
1 Station Road
‘Woodhall Spa
Lincolnshire
LN10 6QL

Tel: 01526 354466
Email: info@zucci.org
Website: www.zucci.org

Visit my site and see the
standard

www.adamcartersolutions.com

Tel: 01526 352056
Mob: 07795 692 179
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TEA HOUSE
IN THE WOODS

TEA HOUSE & RESTAURANT

Woodhall Spa's Oldest Tea Rooms

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 10am
Offering homemade cakes, lunch & traditional afternoon teas

Food available all day

Evening restaurant menu from 5.30pm

Coronation Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs. LN10 6QD 01526 354455
www.teahouseinthewoods.co.uk

High Class Family Butchers of Woodhall Spa  "Sssiias

Multi Award Winning Artisan producers - reviving and
preserving historic Lincolnshire recipes

2015-2016 Winners of Select Lincolnshife
Business of the Year Award

2015 -2016 Finalists Select Lincolnshire
Best Producer Award (third year)

2015-2016 Finalists Select Lincolnshire
Best Retailer Award (second year)
Telephone 01526 352321 or visit our website
www.rjhirstfamilybutchers.co.uk
Station Rd, Woodhall Spa (under the clocktower)

Follow Sadie Hirst (@RJHirstbutchers

Toni O’Neill
Member of The Society
of Floral Painters

?iﬁ AN
A

———a,

~ £

/

Commissions Undertaken for
Floral Paintings in Watercolour
in Memory of Your Special Occasion
or Flowers from your Garden

For more information call 01526 354982
or e-mail oneill_t3@sky.com
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
A New Season

With a little luck, and a following wind, your latest newsletter should be with you just before the
start of the 2017 season for the Cottage Museum. This season is the 30™ anniversary of the
Cottage Museum being opened and it promises many new challenges and learning curves. We
have also changed staffing arrangements for our tourist facility, as well as introducing high and
low season opening times. The seasonal times are all on the website which is
www.cottagemuseum.co.uk On Fridays the main office functions will be carried out by volunteers
and our thanks go out to all our volunteers and supporters i please keep it up. The loss of support
from East Lindsey District Council has hit us hard financially, but we are committed to the delivery
of a high quality experience to all our visitors, one that will make them want to return time and time
again.

Another reason to return is the fact that our displays change at least three times a year, either

di splaying different t hemes within the museumt
outside group. We have seen displays from local artists and a local photography group, to name

but two. This year we are pleased to be welcoming the Spa Quilters to display some of their
varied and lovely pieces. We will be seeing them later in the year. Perhaps you are in a group and

would like to display your work/interests to a wider audience. If so then please have a word with

one of the staff who will be pleased to take your details.

To start the season off, our collection care team have assembled a display of some of the
photographic work of John Wield. This is so appropriate in our anniversary year, as the museum
trustees hold in trust the photographic

Where |S Th |S’) collection of John Wield who lived in the

cottage with his family. Enlarged
phot ographs show John
within Lincolnshire, recording places and
buildings in the early 20" century. A
digital display will run alongside this,
enabling a large number of his images to

be seen. These record not only Lincoln

and Boston but other towns and villages

too. This is one display not to miss.

As wuswual , within our
museum, we have a wide range of both
modern and-t iames® g@iofl tds
as treasure trails to follow and books.
Within our range of books we are very
pleased to be offering you the opportunity
to purchase the latest book from Marjorie
Sargeant, a local author and long-time
supporter of the cottage museum.
OPortrait of a villag

. , , . Woodhall Spadé is her
It is a corner in the village which is very well-known | \yorth reading. You could also buy a

to all of us and the features on the buildings are still | sjgned copy of the book, dedicated to a
easily recognisable today. person of your choice, during the next

Not sure - then turn to page 12 to see this view as it | museum coffee morning on the 8" of
is now. The pictures have been kindly selected by | April.

Patricia Duke-Cox. Roger Webl

Can you identify where this is in Woodhall Spa  ?

Bnis ‘jreus ‘paigApe| ‘wiom ‘que ‘spaaq ‘dsem ‘Japids
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PREMIER PET CARE

QUALITY PET FOOD
AND ACCESSORIES

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY
SERVICE AND ADVICE

STOCKISTS OF ALL MAJOR
BRANDS PLUS EVERYTHING
AVAILABLE TO ORDER

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

01526 352626

Unit 1, The Broadway Centre, The Broadway
WOODHALL SPA, Lincs. LN10 6ST
mail@premierpetswoodhallspa.co.uk
www.premierpetswoodhallspa.co.uk

Grimsby Town Fish Products

on The Mall car park

every Friday morning
10.00- 12.00 noon

for HOME DELUVERIES

Ping JOHN on 07708 59698%

Tim*Fry

Traditional Signwriter

Signwriter with over 30 years experience

© Vintage Vehicles »
© House Signs
© Narrow Boats
» Shop Signs, Sign boards
' Exterior & Interior Walls
 Banners & Canopys
 Commercial Vehicles
@ Trailers & Curtain siders

~ Please visit my website at

www.timfrysignwriting.uk

01526 07810

354402 & 351511

== i kil
(S

14 The Broadway, Woodhall Spa
Lincolnshire LN10 6JT
Tel: 01526 352 183

The Bakery and Delicatessen
of Woodhall Spa
are proud to offer

Fresh Bread and Rolls Baked Daily
Pastries and Fancy Small Cakes
and
Celebration Wedding & Birthday Cakes

All baked daily on our premises
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

Irdia Yillage

6 The Broadway
Woodhall Spa
Lincolnshire LN10 6ST

Tel: 01526 352223/354657

Opening Times
Midday - 2.00pm
5.30pm - 11.30pm

7 Days a Week

| 10% Discount
| on Take-Aways

,} For the Best Indian
and
Eastern Dishes

the Mall

PUB & KITCHEN

Station Road, Woodhall Spa. LN10 6QL

Family Friendly Local Pub serving Great Food
Dogs Welcome in the Bar

Wednesday Quiz Night

Food served 10am - 8pm
(until 6pm Wednesday and Sunday)

01526 352 342
www.themallpubwoodhallspa.co.uk

f Find us on Facebook

B AW
-

‘Traditional English

o

18 Station Rd, W
Lincs LN10 60QL

Pagel0

Tea Roems

THE MELROSE

BROADWAY CENTRE WOODHALL SPA

A warm friendly family run
business hidden away at the
bottom of the Broadway Centre,
serving back to basics,
home-cooked foods using
local produce.

Open 9am Monday - Saturday

Breakfasts
Home cooked lunches
All day menu

TEL 07983638246
OR
07930878803
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From the Collection
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For this edition of the Newsletter it was considered more appropriate to head for events in 1987
as this is the 30th anniversary year for the Cottage Museum. A number of like-minded individuals
came together and gave freely of their time and energy to convert an idea into a reality. Pictured
in PHO1652 are some of the founding trustees, namely David Radford, Bill Skelton, Amarylis
Kocbuch and Stuart Treharne. Shown in PH01661 are just some of those who were here and
working from the start. They are, LT R, Pat Bennett, Bunny Game, David Radford, Olive Roberts,
Joan Monk, and Patricia Duke-Cox.

PHO01670

One of the activities that was as essential in 1987 as it is
today was Fund-raising. PH01670 shows some of the team,
including John Fletcher, David Radford and Wendy
Radford, raising the profile of the Museum and hopefully
some contributions, at the 1987 RAF Coningsby Open Day.

Another well remembered event from
1987 was the dedication of the Dam
Busterso6é6 Memori al IIn Royal Squar e. Thi s
last picture, PH01270, shows the choir in
front of the memorial and centre stage
we have a black Labrador, exactly the
same breed and colour as the pet dog of
Wing Commander Guy Gibson V.C.,
D.S.0. and Bar, D.F.C. and Bar, the first
commanding officer of 617 Squadron. At
the time nobody knew where the dog had
come from, although this was discovered
later. Keeping on the subject of the dog,
when the Dambusters film was made in

1955 the black Labrador in the film did PHO1270
everything required until they wanted it to

go into the Wing Commandersdé ol d offi
at RAF Scampton. It would not do it! Fi(%gel‘ Weblk
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