
 

   

  

 

Woodhall Spa  

Cottage Museum   

 

  

  

Newsletter No.51 

November 2025 

 

 

Jenny Comes Home after 60 years  



Yet another season is nearly over. There are just the Memorial 
Talk and the Christmas Past event to come, details of which you 
can find on page 3. Given the big increases in the cost of living, 
our visitor numbers have held up well this year and the various 
events, especially the 40s Day and the Music in the Garden, have 
been well attended.  
 

Plans are underway to improve the approach to the museum, 
These will include moving the Arnhem Memorial nearer to the 
museum building where there are currently dense bushes and to 
site it within a small memorial garden. This will then open up the 
front lawn allowing a lot more space for all the various outdoor 
events the museum runs during the summer months. It is all at the 
planning stage at the moment but does offer exciting possibilities. The museum was recently 
awarded a generous grant from the 1940s Festival Grant Scheme (see page 16 for more details) 
and this grant money will be put towards these improvements.  
 

The museum is still looking for people to join the Board of Directors. Weôre looking for people with 
skills, enthusiasm and commitment, to help us achieve our vision to make the Museum relevant for 
the digital age, whilst preserving its unique history and heritage.  We would welcome applications 
from people with experience in, but not restricted to one of the following; Finance, Facilities 
management including IT & multi-media, Heritage management, Marketing, Fundraising, Working 
with families and groups or Organisational leadership. Would you like to join our Trustee team? To 
discuss any of these roles please email info@cottagemuseum.co.uk with your contact details and 
we will be happy to get back to you and answer your questions.  

 

As this is the last Newsletter before Christmas can I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a 
Happy and Peaceful New Year. 
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Front Cover Story 
 

Our cover picture shows Jenny Spooner standing in front of the building that used to be 

home for her in the 1960s. It was quite an emotional visit for her, but the enormous 

changes that have occurred since she lived here made it hard to remember it as it was. 

Philip Groves 



This yearôs Memorial Talk will be 
held on Saturday, November 8th 
at The Golf Hotel at 2.30pm. On 
what is its 80th anniversary year, 
aviation historian Mike Ingham 
recounts the little known story of 
the forced evacuation of POWs 
on treks of 500 miles on foot, 
their liberation, flights out of  
Germany and eventual return 
home to England. How during 
nine weeks at the end of the 
Second World War in Europe in 
early 1945 more than 354,000 
British, Commonwealth and    
Allied former Prisoners of War 
(POWs) were repatriated in what 
was - and still is - the worldôs 
largest airlift of people. The airlift involved many types of aircraft flown by crews from RAF, RAAF, 
RCAF, USAAF, Polish Air Force and the French Air Force, a key element being the 72,319 former 
POWs flown by Lancasters of Bomber Command in Operation Exodus.  
Mike Ingham is an established aviation historian and author and a founder member of the      
Aviation Heritage Lincolnshire partnership. 
Tickets priced at £8.50 including refreshments are now available from The Shop on our website, 
www.cottagemuseum.co.uk  
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Memorial Talk - òA Footnote in Historyó 

Operation Exodus  

Christmas Past 
Although the museum will be closed for this yearôs 
visitor season from November 1st, it will re-open for 
one day on Saturday November 22nd from 10.30am 
until 4pm for our special Christmas Past event. This 
year the theme is Christmas Carols. The museum 
will be decorated in Edwardian style Christmas 
decorations and there will be relevant displays of 
artefacts. The Woodhall  Community Band will play   

 
 
for two sessions of community carol singing; once 
in the morning and once in the afternoon. There 
will also be the chance to win a Christmas Cake 
by buying numbered squares and a winning   
number will be drawn. Refreshments etc. will be 
available as well as a stall stacked with Christmas 
goodies of all sorts. Admission will be free but  
donations would be very much welcomed. So do 
make a note in your diary to come along on     
Saturday November 22nd for ñChristmas Pastò.  

Christmas Stall at last yearôs event 

Community Carol Singing  
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This year the 
museum ran 5 
concerts, one  
o n  e a c h 
S u n d a y 
afternoon in 
August. The 
concerts have 
b e e n  a n 
o u t s t a n d i n g 

success, with large numbers of visitors at every event. The Silver Lions Ukulele Band opened the 
series with a very lively and well attended concert. Next up were ñSing It Loudò, a local 
community choir, fresh from performing at Lincoln Cathedral, who attracted record audience 
numbers, resulting in many having to stand. The Acoustic Itch folk singers did a great concert as 
usual and the following week we heard The Outdoor Cats, a Ukulele Duo, making their first 
appearance at Music in the Garden. The series came to a tremendous conclusion with the 
appearance of popular singer Al Brown, who inspired many people to get up and dance along 
with his music. The homemade cakes on sale at the interval proved very popular as always and 
the concerts once again made a substantial and very welcome contribution to museum funds. A 
big thank you, as always, is due to all the museum volunteers who helped in 
so many ways to make the series such a huge success. 

Music in the Garden 

 

Philip Groves 

The Annual Arnhem Memorial Service organised 
by the local branch of The Royal British Legion 
took place on Saturday 13th September at 
10.45am. A large number of people gathered for 
this very moving event, including members of the 
2nd Battalionôs South Stafford Cycling Club. The 
service remembers the men from the 1st         
Battalion The Border Regiment, 2nd Battalion 

The South Staffordshire Regiment, and 7th       
Battalion The Kingôs Own Scottish Border        
Regiment who were stationed in and around 
Woodhall Spa before flying out to Arnhem in    
September 1944. Of the 2320 men who left the 
camps around Woodhall Spa only 435 returned, 
the rest being killed or missing. The service was 
led by Revd. Sally Clifton and the Homage was 
given by Lyn Taylor. The Standard Bearers were 
Gary Hurst and Stuart Holmes. Wreaths were laid 
on behalf of local branch of The Royal Briitish     
Legion, The South Staffordshire Regimentôs Cy-
cling Club and The Cottage Museum. 

Arnhem Remembrance Service 

The scene for the Arnhem Memorial Service     

David Hill lays the Wreath on behalf of the 
Cottage Museum 

Philip Groves 

Audience dancing to Al Brown 
Even youngsters enjoyed Silver Lions 
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On Sunday 31st. August Mrs 
Jenny Spooner and her    
husband visited the museum 
with their friends Susan and 
Maurice Howlett to attend the 
last of this yearôs ñMusic in 
the Gardenò concerts given 
by Al Brown. What is so   
special about that is Jennyôs 
home in the mid 60s was the 
old  Boulton & Paul building 
which is now the museum. At 
that time she was married to 
Mr. Earl and her youngest 
son Geoffrey was born in the 
front bedroom of the        
bungalow.  After the concert 
we took her round the        
museum and she tried to    
remember what all the rooms had been all those years ago. With all the changes that have       
occurred in the  intervening years she was not too sure of some of the layout, but did recall that 
what is now the ñMagic Lantern Roomò was the kitchen and the front room on the right as you   
enter through the front door was the main bedroom. 
She vividly remembered the trains thundering past, as of course this was before the line was    
finally closed in 1971. She also remembered going over to St. Peterôs Hall for the Line  Dancing 
sessions. She also played bowls on the Green adjacent to King Georges Avenue. This was not 
the first time she had seen the museum, as she came for the opening of the museum back in May 
1987, but of course the museum has massively changed since then. 

A Very Special Visitor to the Museum 

  

 

 

July 2025  

 

£25 [25]       Jackie Cottingham  
£20 [85]       Joseph Bell 
£15 [106]     Barbara Wilkinson  
 

August 2025  

 

£25 [101]     Brian Smith 
£20 [130]     Gary Southcott 
£15 [97]       Walt Limb 
  

September 2025  

 

£25 [94]       Roy Hairsine 
£20 [139]     Pat Weatherley 
£15 [9]         Daisy Hibberd 

October 2025  

 

£25[183]      Robert Lake      
£20 [154]     Dawn Hill 
£15 [41]       Tim Peacock 
 

 

200 Club Winners   

Jenny Spooner in the Wield Room at the museum 

Philip Groves 

The museum had an unexpected 
donation recently when Mr. Robert 
Bell walked into the museum with a 
cheque for £50. 
He had given a talk to the       
Woodhall Spa Inner Wheel Club, 
The Inner Wheel is the ladies     
section of The Rotary Club.  He 
asked them to make his cheque for 
presenting the talk payable to The 
Cottage Museum! He had then 
brought the cheque in to the      
museum where a very surprised 
Tom Johnson, who was cleaning 
the gutters at the time, gratefully received it. Chairman 
David Hill has since written to Mr Bell, a long standing 
friend, to thank him for his very generous gesture. 
 

A Generous Donation 

Philip Groves 

Tom Johnson receives 
the cheque from Mr Bell  
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Mary-Ann Price 

 

 

Connect with Us on LinkedIn! 
Weôre excited to share that the Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum is now on LinkedIn! 
 

As part of our ongoing efforts to grow our community and extend our reach, weôve launched a 
LinkedIn page to connect with supporters, volunteers, local organisations, and heritage            
enthusiasts. This platform will allow us to share updates, celebrate our events, highlight behind-
the-scenes stories, and promote opportunities to get involved. 
 

One of our key goals is to expand our audience and raise awareness of the museumôs workï not 
just locally, but regionally and nationally. Weôre also using LinkedIn to support trustee                
recruitment, helping us find passionate individuals who can contribute to the museumôs future 
and governance. 
 

Whether youôre a regular visitor, a local business, or someone interested in heritage and       
community engagement, weôd love you to follow us, share our posts, and help spread the word. 
 

Follow us on LinkedIn and be part of our growing network: The Cottage Museum: Overview | 
LinkedIn 
 

 

 

Community Room for Hire  
 

 

At the Cottage Museum   
 

Very reasonable rates: 
Morning, afternoon, evening or all day rates. 

Maximum number of people 16  
For further details and bookings please contact: 

info@cottagemuseum.co.uk 

 

The museum is able to evoke personal memories 

for some visitors, as evidenced recently, when a 

couple decided to visit as they had time to spare 

before tea at the Petwood. I was asked to talk to 

the couple who had pulled open a drawer in the 

War Room display area only to spot that a ñDeath 

Pennyò had the name of an ancestor! Surprised 

they sought more information which was  provided 

from our files on all Woodhall Spa World War I  

memorials. The surprise nearly brought tears to 

their eyes and the couple went away very happily. 

The Death Penny 

Patricia Duke-Cox 

The Death Penny seen by our visitors  


