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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
A Note from the Editor

The Christmas and New Year Celebrations are over and we look /
forward to the new season at the museum which begins at Easter.
The museum opens on Tuesday 26th March from 10.30am until
4pm. Last admissions at 3.30pm. It will be open every Tuesday to
Saturday until the end of October. As usual there will be a
Temporary Exhibition which will be changed several times during
the season. The opening exhibition will be devoted to local hero
from Stixwould, Gentleman Jim Almonds, one of the 12 founding
members of the SAS. Tom Johnson expands more on the main
exhibits for this year in his article on page 5.

Attracting more volunteers to help at the museum is becoming a -
big priority for us. The range of skills required to keep the museum up and running is enormous,
so anyone thinking they might like to help is almost certain to find something they are interested in
is required and needed. The Friends and Volunteers have a monthly coffee morning to allow
volunteers to meet and on Wednesday April 8th at 10.30am we would like to invite anyone who
might be interested in volunteering to come along and meet in an informal atmosphere with some
of our current volunteers. There are no set hours, so you can be as flexible as you like. The
museum is a very friendly environment and offers an enormous variety of opportunities for
Volunteers to be involved, be it meeting people, using practical skills or office and computer
knowledge. The Coffee Morning is held in the Community Room, which is in a separate building at
the back of the museum. We look forward to seeing you.

The first major event of the season will be the Spring Lecture which takes place at The Golf Hotel
on Saturday April 13th. More details are on page 12.

Hope to see you at this or other events that are planned for this season.

Philip Groves

Front Cover Story

The Annual Memorial Talk in November was presented by Lorna Almonds-Windmill,
daughter of SAS founder member Maj or nGentl e
brought up in Stixwould. A full report can be found on the Friends Page on page 20.
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An Appreciation of Paul Evegs
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At the museum we were all saddened by the unexpected |
death of Paul Everitt. The husband of our treasurer, Judy,
he was always willing to volunteer in practical ways and
worked quietly behind the scenes painting and decorating
when visitors and other volunteers were not around to
observe his efforts. All areas of the museum and stores
received the benefit of his practical experience, including
the boundary fences. He always did a thorough job and he
will be sorely missed.

He would also be seen at public events, such as Music in
the Garden in August, helping erect awnings, setting up
tables and moving chairs and then returning all to the stores
after an event.

He showed great patience wh
wordo to tell ot her wvolunte
sometimes he waited in the car or even went home and then
returned to collect her.

Patricia Do ‘.; Paul Everitt
An Appreciation of Ivan Lilley

Again, the museum trustees and volunteers were
saddened by the unexpected death of Ivan Lilley in <
hospital before Christmas. He had been in and out three
times, but a fall at home proved to be the cause of death.

Ivan became a volunteer and worked alongside others in ;

many capacities. As a volunteer, meeting and greeting in s o
the museum he was able to talk to visitors as a local man >
and recall history of families some of us do not have. e

He joined the Collections teams, first with the visual \
assets of photographs and glass plate negatives and ‘
then, in addition, joined the collections care team and \

helped with cleaning, packaging and adding items for
display purposes. The photo of his mother as a nurse at |*° \ -
Alexandra Hospital is one we will cherish. ; | BAE

He was a willing volunteer and would do anything asked ; I \ v : .
of him. This could be cleaning, moving furniture or S S - Sl
helping with special events held at the museum. _ S N o e

He once told us that he never expected to be involved :
with a place like the museum, but admitted he thoroughly Ivan Lilley

enjoyed his volunteering with us. His legacy to the museum was the project completed for the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee when he photographed all commercial outlets in Woodhall Spa.

Patricia D@ox
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
Meet the Directons. Delaney &

My husband and | moved to Woodhall Spa 2 years ago from
Bedford, we have 3 children, a son and 2 daughters.

We came to Woodhall Spa on holiday 4 years ago and fell in love
with the friendliness and amazing facilities of the village.

We wanted to get involved and support the community, joining the
Jubilee Park fitness centre, Jubilee Park Bowls club, and Spa
singers, but | still felt 1 needed something else to fully feel
I ntegrated into village 1|ife
volunteers at the Cottage Museum in the Woodhall Spa
Wapentake.

| was invited to a Friends and volunteers coffee morning to meet
other volunteers and find out what opportunities there were for
volunteering. | was met with a warm welcome and once | told them | had an educational
background | was then invited to the next Education meeting!

With a background of 13 years in banking, 10 years in schools, and 7 years as a Director with my
husband of our own Financial Training company, | feel privileged to have been asked to be a
Director of the Museum.

The Cottage museum has taught me so much about the history of the Village and the museum
itself. It has given me a sense of community and belonging and | have made so many new
friends along the way. | would recommend anyone to come along to the museum, have a look
around, find out more about our lovely village and maybe see if there is anything that you could

do to help make it an even better place. Tina Delan ey

Tina Delaney

New Stories New Audiences Grant

The Cottage Museum, Woodhall Spa has been awarded a grant from the Association of
l ndependent Museums (AI M), in the | atest al| oc
grant. These grants are supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund with thanks to
National Lottery Players across the UK.

The Cottage Museum, Woodhall Spa has been successful in obtaining a grant to help support
their exhibition and events programme in 2024. The museum wants to be more inclusive and
relevant for the future. Thanks to a New Stories New Audiences grant, the Cottage Museum is
going to work with new local younger audiences (7-11 years) and families through partnerships
with local primary schools, scouts and brownie groups. This project will focus on two new ways
of working: The first new focus is on co-curation: where local young people are invited to create
their own exhibition. The second focus will be towards additional events and hands on activities
that will become part of a visit to the museum towards the end of the year.

AThis grant wil/l allow us to work with | ocal
from objects currently not on display. We are excited to be able to work with local groups and
schools <creating toget Davd Hib v €hair, The €ottage Maseuy,e a r .
Woodhall Spa.

The New Stories New Audiences grant will help create six additional events at the museum for
young people and their families throughout 2024, an exhibition produced by the local
g Associationoff COMMUNItY, costume for visitors to try on and support Schposchie s

‘ m;g:;«:em volunteers in developing their skills. I Iel Ita e
H '3 g
oig:is:z?;::p?osper
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Museum Exhibits for 2024 Season

The museum's Collections Team have now cleared the displays featuring the Monarchy and the
75th anniversary of the NHS. They are delving into the archives for items to use in this year's
displays. Their searching has produced clothing accessories and related memorabilia which
would have been worn by Woodhall Spa residents stretching as far back as the Edwardian
period. In addition, metal gardening implements used during those times will also be on show.
The room devoted to the second world war is also
getting refreshed, using artefacts currently kept in
' | store. When going to the museum don't forget to visit
the Wield's photographic dark room where all the
objects have been given an in depth clean during the
closed season.

A\ The temporary exhibition room will have displayed,
during the first two months of the museum opening, an
exhibition featuring "Gentleman Jim" who was one of
the founding members of the SAS and lived in
Stixwould. Following that the museum is formulating
an exhibition featuring prominent Lincolnshire women.
Further information about later displays will be
provided in due course.

Part of fAGentlemano Jim Al monds Tom Johnson

Temporary display
Museum Collaboration with Lincoln University
The museum may be closed over the winter period but L ==
nevertheless there is plenty going on. In particular the Collections » -

Team are preparing the exhibits for the coming season. This
winter they have been working with third year students from
Lincoln University. Last year on November 9th 18 students visited
to look at the museum and its holdings and on 10th and 11th
January members of the Collection Team visited the University to §

) learn from third year students

200 Club Winners about collections care and
October 2023 management. They learned
£25[106] David Moore from fo_ur teams of students
£20[138] Sam Evison of their suggestions and
£15[13]  David Leyland advice on emergency
£10[27]  Andy Hibberd planning, light levels for )
November 2023 artefacts, temperature and  Left to Right 3 of the 3rd
£25[101] Barbara Williams humidity controls and  Year University Students,
£20[134] Tom Johnson preventative pest controls with Christine Audis &
ity [0 XD Ll and how to prepare the Patricia Duke-Cox
£10[41] Michael Midgley . .

necessary materials to monitor all aspects of care. What a

Annual Draw 2023 superb example of collaboration with a local University.
£100[91] Katie Hill-Gibb
£75[114] Peter Needham PR
£50[13]  Andy Hibberd Patricia Do
£25[166] John Barter
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

Visit

OAKLANDS~GRANGE PARKS

Horncastle Road, Woodhall Spa

A private park home estate offering
both security and peace of mind.
Developed to the highest standards

with homes at affordable prices.
You can be assured of a warm welcome.

Visit our new website on

www.oaklandsgrangeparkhomes.com
or for further details ring Heather Shepherd on

01526 352312
or email: oaklandsgrange@live.co.uk

or just “drop in”

WATERMAN CARAVAN SERVICES
FULLY QUALIFIED CARAVAN & MOTORHOME
ENGINEER
BASED IN HORSINGTON

FULLY MOBILE

*FULL SERVICING
*HABITATION SERVICING
*UNDERGEAR SERVICING
*GAS QUALIFIED AND CERTIFICATES PROVIDED
*DAMP REPAIRS
*ACCESSORY DEALER

TEL: 01526388350
MOB: 07824778357

EMAIL: david.waterman6@btinternet.com

WWW.CARAVANSUPPLIESINTERNATIONALSHOP.COM

DECORATING
SERVICES

Professional Painting
and
Decorating Company

Operating for
over 20 years

Woodhall Spa Office 01526 568568
Horncastle Office 01507 834568
During 09:00am to 5:00pm
or email:
decoratingservices8000@gmail.com
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TEA HOUSE
IN THE WOODS

TEA HOUSE & RESTAURANT

Woodhall Spa's Oldest Tea Rooms

Open Tuesday - Sunday from 10am
Offering homemade cakes, lunch & traditional afternoon teas

Food available all day

Evening restaurant menu from 5.30pm

Coronation Road, Woodhall Spa, Lincs. LN10 6QD 01526 354455
www.teahouseinthewoods.co.uk

S adiin . Toni O’Neill

]BUTCHERS Member of The Society

woodhallbutcher.co.uk « [[J Of F|0I'a| Painters

7 The Broadway, Woodhall Spa, LN1o 6ST v

'S

R, 01526352196 « [] 07866805594 ﬁ\Z.‘ b

N

Local traditional butcher selling @
a wide variety of meats, reared
locally on the outskirts of
Horncastle. Cooked meats,

a selection of pies and condiments.

—

Also selling Lincolnshire
specialities, including award-
winning Lincolshire
sausage, stuffed chine and pork
and apple burgers.

Commissions Undertaken for
Floral Paintings in Watercolour

in Memory of Your Special Occasion
or Flowers from your Garden

Orders taken for pubs, tea rooms,
restaurants, schools, hotels
and care homes. Orders can also
be made by phone and delivered

free of charge within 10 miles!
For more information call 01526 354982
,,,,,, = B (— or e-mail oneill_t3@sky.com
N . S0, (999600
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum
From the Collection

A WOODHALL SPA MYSTERY SOLVED

There were two pairs of Victorian sisters who gave substantial service to the village in the first
decades of the 20th century. All four remained single throughout their lives. The Lunn sisters ran

a school on the Broadway and the Williams sisters were the original tenants of the Tea House in

the Woods. This article will discuss the latter; the former will wait for a future newsletter.

The accepted o6factsd regarding the sisters are
they hailed from London and that Dr Cyril Williams, the medical superintendent at the Baths, was

their brother. In December 2022 the Head of Collections discovered the initials (F.E.) of the other
sister. Even then their identities proved elusive but after pain-staking research, the real story can

now be told.

Florence Elsie (1877-1973) and Gladys Dorothy (1888-1971) Williams were the daughters of
William Henry Williams (1834-1916) and Susan nee Peckover (1842-1929). This couple married
in 1862, produced no less than ten offspring, eight daughters and two sons, raising their children
in London. Their father was the son of a tailor and became a merchant tailor himself. If he was a
member of that illustrious livery company is unknown but he was successful. The family home
was at 139, Adelaide Road, Hampstead and remained so for many years.

In about 1903, the sisters became the first tenants of the Tea House in the Woods, no doubt
erected by the O6Syndicated who extended-hbobhsed®
during the season. They resided, whilst in Woodhall, in a boarding house, returning to London for
the winter. In 1921 they were boarding with Mrs. Shercliffe on Tattershall Road. They not only
provided refreshments to patients and visitors but also sold Fancy Goods and operated a Library
service. The charm of the Tea House led it to being frequently photographed which no doubt
added to its popularity. In 1913 the sisters purchased the building even though they were still
stated as leaseholders in the 1921 sale of the estate. The 1929 Woodhall Spa rate book has
them still paying rates on the Tea House. With upheaval surrounding the Baths in the 1920s, the
sisters sold the business and retired. However, in the same year, they remained active,
embarking on a cruise, as first-class passengers, to Java!

Community Room for Hire
At the Cottage Museum

Very reasonable rates:
Morning, afternoon, evening or all day rates.
Maximum number of people 16

For further details and bookings please contact:
Info@cottagemuseum.co.uk
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Newsletter- March 2024

With the death of their mother, also in 1929, Florence and Gladys together with two of their
unmarried sisters and a widowed brother decamped to 18, Primrose Hill, Hampstead. Neither of
the family homes exist now, replaced with tower blocks and low-rise monotonous housing. The
brother died in 1945. The other sisters, Helen and Susan died in 1944 and 1960 respectively. So,
Florence and Gladys soldiered on, Gladys died in 1971 aged 83 and Florence survived until
1973, aged 95.

What of the other apocryphal association, with Dr Cyril John Williams? The evidence concludes it
was just that . They share the same name but
brothers were Ernest and Henry. Dr Williams had no sisters. So, the association that had been
suggested and entered into folklore as fact can now be discounted.

Florence

Nicholas DO&e
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

Irdia Yillage

15 The Broadway
Woodhall Spa
Lincolnshire LN10 6ST

Tel: 01526 352223/354657

Midday - 2.00pm
5.30pm - 11.30pm
7 Days a Week

Opening Times J

10% Discount
on Take-Aways

B8 For the Best Indian
and
Eastern Dishes

fzshion lo(,
ricker

ANTISTRESSe

PETER SCOTT
1 The Broadway
01526 353935
Open 7 days

B AW

o

- . - -@ ; . : ~ ; r % "‘"’
Traditional English Tea Roems

18 Station Rd, Woodh
Lincs LN10 6QL.

Pagel0

THE MELROSE

BROADWAY CENTRE WOODHALL SPA

A warm friendly family run
business hidden away at the
bottom of the Broadway Centre,
serving back to basics,
home-cooked foods using
local produce.

Open 9am Tuesday - Saturday

Breakfasts
Home cooked lunches
All day menu

TEL 07983638246
OR
07930878803
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PREMIER PET CARE

QUALITY PET FOOD
AND ACCESSORIES on The Mall car park

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY
SERVICE AND ADVICE every Friday morning

STOCKISTS OF ALL MAJOR 9.00-10.00 am
BRANDS PLUS EVERYTHING

AVAILABLE TO ORDER for HOME DEUVERIES
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

01526 352626
Unit 1, The Broadway Centre, The Broadway .
WOODHALL SPA, Lincs. LN10 6ST "llg ,TEVE on 07708 2l 88¢ I

mail@premierpetswoodhallspa.co.uk
www.premierpetswoodhallspa.co.uk

Grimsby Town Fish Products

Woodhall Media

Signwriter with over 35 years experience |

Vintage Vehicles s
Commercial Vehicles
Trailers & Curtain sider
Narrow Boats

Shop Signs, Sign boards
House Signs

Banners & Shop Canopys

Exterior & Interior Walls
* Please visit my website at..... /
|www.timfrysignwriting.ul:|
Instagram... @timfrysigniing.u
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Woodhall Spa Cottage Museum

The Christmas Past B

The Christmas Past Event was held on
Saturday 24th November. Following a similar
format to the previous year there was
community Carol Singing on the lawn to
music provided by the Woodhall Spa
Community Band. Two sessions were held;
one in the morning and the other after lunch.

Inside the museum the Wield Room had
been decorated in the style of a Victorian
Christmas and there were various Christmas
related exhibits throughout the rest of the

building. Refreshments were served in the Temporary Exhibition

Room and did a brisk trade!

In the Community Room the Learning Group had set up various
craft projects for the younger visitors to attempt. There was lots
of interest in these craft projects and never a dull moment

throughout the day.

In the Courtyard tables were set out and a wide variety of Festive
items were available to purchase together with refreshments.

The day attracted a steady stream of visitors and was a great

SucCcCess.

Philip Grovels

vent

Annette serves
refreshments

Christmas crafts in the Community
Room

Come and Join Us

The backbone of the Cottage Museum is our volunteers and some of them are putting a lot of
hours in and could really do with a hand. Can you help? Do you have a few hours to spare in
the month? It does not have to be a massive commitment. There are numerous opportunities to
suit most interests. If you would like to find out more without committing yourself then please call
us on 01526 352456 or come along to an OPEN Coffee morning on April 10th at 10.30am in the

Community Room and find out more.

Pagel2




